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vim&nas, or chariots), the gods of the lunar mansions and the Daityas form the first and lowest rank of the existences caused by goodness.
Sacrificers, the sages, the gods, the Vedas, the heavenly lights, the years, the manes, and the SMhyas constitute the second order of existences caused by goodness.
The sages declare Brahm&, the creators of the Universe, the law, the Great One, and the Undiscern-ible One to constitute the highest order of things produced by goodness.
Thus the result of the threefold action, the whole system of transmigrations which consists of three classes, each with three subdivisions, and which includes all created things, has been explained.
This systematic statement of the different stages of transmigration is obscure in some points, particularly when not only living beings, but heavenly lights, the years, and even the Veda are mentioned as the result of acts of goodness. We shall hereafter meet with something very similar in the Hierarchies of Proclus and of Dionysius the Areopagite. The place assigned to certain classes of men, gods, and demi-gods is curious and instructive, as showing the estimation in which each of them was held at the time.
I am afraid it was rather tedious to follow Manu through all the nine classes of beings through which the human soul may pass. Yet these nine classes of Manu acquire some interest, if we remember that Plato also gives us a similar scheme of nine classes into which the human soul may be reborn.
This coincidence in the number nine need not be more than accidental. A comparison, however, of these two